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The Arab Open University (AOU) is a non-profit educational and
developmental project aiming at providing educational opportunities
for high school graduates of all segments of the society regardless
of age, gender or religion in order to pursue their higher education. It
strives to hone student’s skills thus reinforcing the labor market with
qualified graduates, equipped with myriad capabilities and skills.

The inception of AOU is a personal initiative by HRH Prince Talal
Bin Abdul-Aziz, the Chairman of the AOU Board of Trustees. In
December 2000, Kuwait was designated to host the Headquarters
of AOU.

The AOUfirst phase waslaunchedin October 2002 inthree branches:
Kuwait, Lebanon and Jordan. Then, it launched its second phase
in February 2003, with three more branches in Bahrain, Egypt and
Saudi Arabia. In February 2008, it inaugurated the seventh branch
in the Sultanate of Oman and its eight branch in Sudan was opened
in September 2013. In May 2015, AOU signed an agreement of
opening a new branch in Palestine with the Palestinian Ministry of
Higher Education. Through this spread of AOU branches and centers
across the Arab world, the University reflects its national dimension,
and translates its general strategy set by its Board of Trustees, which
comprises an elite group of Arab experts on higher education and
senior officials from various regional and international organizations.

AOU is proud to have introduced to the Arab world this unique
system of blended education at the tertiary level. This system is
based on a combination of open learning, traditional education
and self-learning. Moreover, it takes pride of its achievements and
successes in serving students and strategies of development in the
Arab world.
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To be a pioneer Arab Open University dedicated to building
the science and knowledge society.

Develop and disseminate knowledge, and build expertise
according to international quality standards without time or
geographical barriersforthe sake of contributingand preparing
manpower for development needs, and to building a science
and knowledge society in the Arab countries.

Fostering knowledge seekers — commitment to total quality
management — encouraging creativity — commitment to
professionalism - strengthening of loyalty - teamwork

The University aims, through its services, to contribute to the
wellbeing of the community by providing opportunities for
education, self and continuing learning. It aims as well to make
available trained manpower and to create the appropriate
environment for university studies and scientific research,
especially in the areas of human knowledge, modern
technologies and other Arab society developmental needs.
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Under the partnership agreement with the Open University, UK,
AOU offers a range of academic programs taught in English:

*

*

Undergraduate Programmes:
BA Programme (Hons) in Business Studies (BS), offered
in one of the following tracks:
Management
Marketing
Accounting
Accounting (Arabic)
Economics
Systems Practice
Finance/ Microfinance
HR
BSc Programme (Hons) in Information Technology and
Computing (ITC), offered in one of the following tracks:
Information Technology and Computing (ITC)
Computing (C)
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Computing with Business (CwB)
BSc Programme (Hons) in Graphic and Multimedia
Design (in some of AOU’s branches)
BA Programme (Hons) in English language & Literature
(ELL):
e  Translation Track
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BAProgramme (Hons)in EnglishLanguage and Literature
with Business (ELL with BS.)
BA Programme (Hons) in Media
The programme is offered in the following specializations
(Egypt Branch):
e  Electronic Media
¢ Radio and Television
e  Public Relations
And offered in the following tracks:
e  Electronic Media (Track) (Jordan & Lebanon)
e  Public Relations (Track) (Jordan)
BA Programme (Hons) in Education in Elementary
Education
BA Programme (Hons) in Special Education / Learning
Disabilities
BA Programme (Hons) in Special Education, offered in
two tracks:
e  Learning Disabilities
e Mental Retardation
Postgraduate Programmes (in some of AOU’s branches)
Master of Business Administration (MBA)
MSc. in Computing Programme
MSc in Computing - Information Security and Forensics
Postgraduate Diploma in Computing
MA in English Literature
High/General Diploma in Education
Master of Education in Education Technology
Master of Education in Educational Leadership
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Registration and Admission:

To be admitted to any B.A. program offered by AOU, the
student should fulfill the following conditions:

e (Obtain the General Secondary School Certificate or
equivalent, and

e Fulfill any other conditions determined by the University or
competent authorities of the Branch country.

Graduation Certificate:

A graduate who finished one of 53
Bachelor's Degrees accredited by a'n
OU-UK will obtain two graduation O w
certificates, one from AOU and another g E
from OU-UK. [

Tuition fees :

AOU follows the credit hour system. Tuition fees are calculated
accordingtothetotalnumberof credithoursforwhich astudent
is registered. AOU allows its students to follow their education
at a nominal fee compared to other private universities.

Student Services:

The University offers a range of student services to facilitate
the educational process:

e Face-to-facelectures.

e Academic guidance.

e Internet.

e FElectronic library.

e Computer and multimedia labs.

e General lectures.

e Suitable educational environment (campus facilities)

Student Fund:

Student Fund provides financial assistance to underprivileged
students in accordance with fairness standards. It also grants
scholarships to top students of the University and high school
graduates in addition to those students with outstanding
performance in local and international sports activities.
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AOU is committed to secure the official institutional approval
and programme validation for its programs in all the countries
of its branches, and fully comply with the rules and conditions
stipulated by the Center for Inclusion and Collaborative
Partnership (CICP)asthe official bodyresponsible forvalidating
programs and certificates issued by AOU. This comes as part
of the agreement between AOU and OU-UK through CICP.

AOUisalsokeenontheparticipation ofitsaffiliatesininstitutional
and academic conferences and symposia organized by
regional and international universities, research centers and
scientific societies. Furthermore, it promotes research and
scientific activities in areas of interest to Arab society.

e The total number of enrolled students in all academic
programs in the AOU branches for the academic year
2015-2016is 30695.

e The total number of AOU graduates from 2002 to 2015 is
28295. They obtained degrees in:

e The total number of AOU graduates of Higher Education
Diploma from 2002 to 2015 is 5802.

e The total number of AOU graduates of Master’s Degrees
from 2002 to 2015is 138.
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¢ Providing higher education opportunities to more than 60
thousand students to study various academic programs
delivered at eight branches operating in a number of Arab
countries.

* More than 34 thousand graduates.

¢ Signinganagreementwith the Ministry of Higher Education
of Palestine to open a new branch in Palestine.

e Completion of the construction of new separate buildings
for its headquarters and some branches.

e Signing a series of understanding memoranda with a
number of international universities to offer new majors and
academic programs in Electrical Engineering, Computer
Engineering, International Law, Health and Media.

e Opening a number of research, consulting and training
centers at some of its branches, including the Arab Open
University Training Center at the Headquarters.

AOU takes pride of its achievements and academic services
offered to the Arab world, and looks forward to accomplishing
the objectives of its third strategic plan (2012-2016). Among
these objectives are:

e Opening new branches in Morocco and Yemen, and new
regional centers in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Lebanon and
Egypt.

e Offering new undergraduate and graduate programs.

e Completing the construction of the branch buildings in
Lebanon, Oman and Sudan.
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Students with Disabilities:

Underthe direction of HRH Prince Talal bin Abdulaziz, AOUwas
the first regional university that offers Bachelor of Education
in Elementary Education to the deaf and hearing-impaired
people since 2005.

This program includes a wide range of courses aiming at
preparing academically, educationally and professionally high
school graduates to work in hearing impairment centers, and
at increasing the efficiency of educational outcomes to meet
Arab labor market needs.

By adopting the idea of providing educational opportunities
to students with disabilities, AOU has become the first Arab
university seeking to keep abreast of the developed countries
inthis field. The AOU program of teaching the deaf and hearing
impaired people was based on many international specialized
experiences such as:

e Boston University - USA

e | amar University - USA

¢ Kent State University - USA

¢ Bristol University - UK

¢ (California State University Northridge - USA
¢ National Technical Institute for the Deaf -

e USA

e Southwest College Institute for the Deaf -

e USA
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AOU Graduates

Atthe beginning of each academic year, the AOU branches get
ready to organize graduation ceremonies, which actually carry
a lot of meanings, such as pride and honor to all AOU family;
academics, administrators and students. At these honoring
moments and platforms, all graduates experience the moment
of picking the fruit of their diligence and hard work over the
years of study. The graduates, who take the responsibility that
rest on their shoulders now, express their capability to translate
the noble objectives of the University into a brighter reality, as
they participate in building their countries and developing their
Arab world. AOU takes pride of all its graduates and considers
them as its ambassadors where they stand and work.
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The Department of Development and Community Services
and the training centers, which operate at the AOU-HQ
and branches, offer several training, developing and
consulting services in accordance with the international
standards of quality for the sake of preparing manpower
for development needs, and building a science and
knowledge society in the Arab countries.

For this purpose, AOU established several training
centers. One of them is the AOU Training Center at the
AOU-HQ, which is accredited by the Public Authority
for Applied Education and Training (PAAET), the Kuwait
Civil Service Commission and the Central Agency for
Information Technology. It also became a consulting
body after being approved by the Consultants Selection
Committee (CSC).

Other centers are the AOU Training Center at the Saudi
Arabia Branch, and AGFUND Entrepreneurship Center
at the AOU Lebanon Branch. The work is underway to
establish new training centers at other branches.

The function of these centers is to offer a wide range
of training programs in administration, commerce,
education, computer science, language, law, and safety
and security. These programs, which are delivered
through various styles of training as online training, aim to
develop knowledge, competences, and skills in business
management environments. In addition, these centers
offer general and special training programs tailored
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according to the needs of organizations and communities.
More than 30 highly qualified AOU experts and trainers
with long experience deliver these programs. Further,
AOU hires excellent training experts in the Arab world, in
particular in the countries of the AOU branches.

To meet its clients and partners’ needs, AOU
cooperates with international experts in the field of
consultancy to power them to manage their business
professionally and effectively. These experts, including
business professionals and academics, study and
analyze the status of firms and organizations as
well as deeply search in their files and data to suggest
practical options that can build a suitable strategy, which
in turn meets the consulting needs of the client. The AOU
consulting services offers solutions to the problems of its
clients occurring in business management, or pursues
opportunities to increase firm’s profit, productivity, job
satisfaction, and competitiveness potential; decreases
its operational costs; enhances quality of its products
and services; motivates its employees; limits employee
turnover.



¢ Agreement with the Open University — UK.

¢ Academic Memorandum of understanding with De Montfort University — UK.

¢ Memorandum of understanding with Athabasca University — Canada.

¢ Memorandum of understanding with Queen Rania Teacher Academy — Jordan.
* Memorandum of understanding with Marefa Company for digital content — Jordan.
¢ Memorandum of understanding with the Arab Planning Institute — Kuwait.

e Memorandum of understanding with the General Council for Islamic Banks
and Financial institutions in Bahrain.

¢ Membership with ICDE.

¢ Membership with AAOU.

¢ Membership with the Global University Network for Innovation (GUNI) - Spain.
e Membership with the Arab Network for Open and Distance Education.

e Partnership with the European Union in collaboration with the project
Entrepreneurship in the AOU Lebanon.

e Cooperation Agreement with the Kuwait National Guard, Kuwait.

e Cooperation Agreement with the Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training, Kuwait.

e Cooperation Agreement with the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences (KFAS).

e Joint Cooperation Agreement with Arab Gulf Program for Development
(AGFUND) and the National Council for Family Affairs, Jordan.

¢ Cooperation Agreement with the Kuwaiti Society for Student Support.
e Cooperation Agreement with the Social Development Office, Kuwait.

e Agreement with the General Secretariat of the Supreme Council for Planning
and Development, Kuwait.

¢ Agreement with the Arab Trainers Union.
¢ Agreement with Open University Malaysia ( OUM).

¢ Agreement with the Human Resources Development Fund, Saudi Arabia.
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State of Kuwait cugsdialgs

Branch
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Lebanese Republic auiliudll aujggaall

Branch
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Branch
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Branch
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Branch
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Kingdom of Bahrain ;aull asleo

Branch
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Sultanate of Oman ¢jloc ailaliu

Branch
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Branch
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angiopll angell Geolall
Arab Open University

Headquarters iyl 311

Branches Contact Information: g9)—all JL_aill
Kuwait Branch info@aou.edu.kw + (965) 24394400 Cugsll
Lebanon Branch admin@aou.edu.lb +(961) 1392139 ulid
Jordan Branch info@aou.edu.jo +(962) 6 5630630 o dll
Egypt Branch info@aou.edu.eg + (202) 26890500 pao
Saudi Arabia Branch support@arabou.edu.sa +(966) 12742277 aasgauull
Bahrain Branch student-affairs@aou.org.bh +(973) 17407077 ol
Oman Branch info@aou.edu.om +(968) 24699444 uloc
Sudan Branch info@aou.edu.sd +(249) 117283337 ulsguull
Headquarters info@arabou.edu.kw +(965) 24394147/8 guaipl yaoll

www.arabou.edu.kw





